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wherein ideas shop for solutions
Calls for Collaboration!







Many of the patterns in natural communities 
are as much a result of historical patterns of 
land use as they are of the present landscape.
Interests:
• Moving data from historical maps to GIS layers.
• Data on coarse land use classifications.
• Proportions of different land uses at sub-county scale.
• Timing of deforestation and reforestation.
• Changing location of vegetational communities over time.
HELP ME HELP The Boiler Green Initiative




Campus Recycling Needs Our Help
Do you know where I can recycle this? Nobody does, because it’s 
hard to find recycling containers on campus. The Boiler Green Initiative 
and I would like to help Refuse/Recycling Coordinator Joel Zarate remedy 
this.
I’m looking for volunteers who are interested in both recycling and 
mapping to help develop a system that can take advantage of modern 
barcoding technologies, the ubiquity of cell phones, and lightweight web 
GIS software.
The idea is to tag recycling bins with barcodes that contain URLs, 
legible to cell phone cameras so that anyone with (any) web-enabled 
camera can help us inventory and map the locations of recycling bins.
These maps can then be delivered to potential recyclers’ phones/
pdas/iPhones so they know not to give up looking – the next bin is 
probably hidden just around the next corner.
ANY INTEREST IN THE FOLLOWING?
• m o b i l e  d e v i c e s
• g e o t a g g i n g
• m o b i l e  w e b  d e s i g n
• w e b  G I S
• G re e n  M o v e m e n t
• r e c y c l i n g
• S u s t a i n a b i l i t y






Libraries have a lot of content, and that content 
would be even more useful if we could deliver it via its 
spatial component (if it exists).
To do so means we need to scrape geographic 
references from content, index them, and serve 
the content through those geospatial attributes.
To do that means we need to be able to identify both 
explicit (Washington means the state or D.C.?) and 
implicit (“ten miles East of Washington”) geographic 
references.
But I don’t know how, so I need the help of 




Indiana Soils & Landscapes 
Web Site
• I am interested in creating a web site that will highlight Indiana soils and 
landscapes. The target audience would be high school and college
earth science students and others interested in learning more about the 
world they live in. It would also serve as a resource for our soils (and 
other?) courses here at Purdue.
• A fast, engaging interface similar to Google Earth is important. (Would 
ESRI’s ArcGIS Explorer work?) Users should be able to quickly zoom 
out to see the big picture and zoom in to see the detail in their 
neighborhood, and quickly turn on different layers to see different 
features.
• Data layers would include:
– high resolution aerial photography, high resolution DEM, topograhic maps 
(DRGs)
– various layers derived from SSURGO soil survey data including, soil parent 
material, loess depth, drainage class, pre-settlement vegetation, etc.
– one or more historic maps (an 1852 map of Indiana is available)
– roads, towns, water bodies, other cultural information
• All of the data is already available from various sources
• The concept could be broadened to include other Indiana natural 
resources
Soil Parent Material map for 
Tippecanoe County
















Limited domain search engines.
Do you know them?
In the coming year, Purdue Libraries will be building a geospatial 
data catalog to help centralize access to common spatial datasets. 
But the user-submission model of GIS data portals isn’t working, 
but there is still a need to centralize access to – or at least to cen-
tralize awareness of – data and projects that are distributed across 
the Purdue campuses. 
So better still than the served data might be the planned compli-
ment to these base layers, which – with your help – could be me-
tadata for geospatial resources mined from open pockets of the 
purdue.edu domain.
We’re interested in hearing from anyone with experience building 
custom search engines, file-based indexing, or context-sensitive 
web crawling for a possible joint venture.
discuss wi th  GIS Librar ian Chr is  Mi l ler ,  ccmi l ler@purdue.edu
